 Welcome to ZION Lutheran Church

LCMC ~ Lutheran congregations in mission for Christ      
8307 Memorial Hwy. Ottawa Lake, MI 49267 ·

(734) 856-2921

Pastor ∙ Jeffrey Geske   

(785) 340-5635    

zlcolmpastor@gmail.com
www.zionlutheranottawalakemi.com
Our MISSION:
“SHARING THE LOVE OF JESUS”

To Our Guests

We are so glad that you have chosen to join us this morning! We pray that you will be refreshed and renewed as you come into God’s presence. Please take a moment to introduce yourself to the pastor and to those seated around you.  Once again, we warmly thank you for worshipping with us this morning!

Those Assisting in Ministry Today 
december 12, 2021 ~ Third sunday in advent
Organist:  Joseph extejt

Greeters :  Ron Clark and  All
deacon:    Dwight Gilliland SCREEN: Nick Baumgartner & Jacob Geske

reader/assistant:  Ron Vincent
Altar Guild:  Shirley Clark and JoAnn VanSteenkiste

Administrative assistant:  Sandy Brady 419- 410-9380 or skwiles2000@gmail.com
LCMC ~ WHO WE ARE

Free in Christ + Accountable to One Another + Rooted in Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions + Committed to the Great Commission

December 12, 2021 ~ Third Sunday in Advent ~ (--From the LCMS Website)
Philippians 4:5-6 – “The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” Wouldn’t you like to be free from worry and anxiety? Isn’t it worry and anxiety that often keep us from living the generous life God has called us to? St. Paul contrasts anxiety with prayer, supplication, and thanksgiving in making our requests known to God. In other words, when you are tempted to anxiety and worry, pray to the Lord with a thankful heart and pour out your supplications before Him. 

Confession & Absolution:     

 {Please rise}

L: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

C:   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

L: Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
L:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by God’s authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen

+ + + + + + + +

Thoughts on our Readings ~ (-- From the Sola Publishing Website) 
Questions arise from John and his followers about the true identity of Jesus. The Lord’s response is one encouraging them to see, hear, and understand that he is the one sent by God. On this Third Sunday in Advent, we are reminded that God is always near. He hears our prayers and grants us the joy of his salvation. That precious gift comes to us most clearly in the person of Jesus who is “God with us.”
Worship Service Order

Welcome

Opening Hymn: 
LSB 345 St.1-3 (Tune 427)
“Hark! A Thrilling Voice”

 Invocation

Confession and Absolution (Bulletin) 

Kyrie: LSB Pg. 152

Hymn: LSB 345 St.4-5

 (Tune 427)
“Hark! A Thrilling Voice”

†GOD’S WORD FOR US†

(On Insert)

Prayer of the Day

Old Testament Reading: 

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Psalm: 

Psalm 85
Epistle Reading:

Philippians 4:4-7
Holy Gospel: 

Luke 7:18-28 (29-35)
Children’s Message

Hymn: LSB 341 St. 1,3,5
“Lift Up Your Heads”

Today’s Message:

“Rejoice in the Lord!” 

Philippians 4:4-7
Creed: Apostle’s Creed

Offering

Hymn: LSB 386
“Now Sing, We, Now Rejoice”
Prayers and Lord’s Prayer

Benediction ~ Sending

Closing Hymn: 

LSB 333
“Once He Came in Blessing”
Announcements

IN OUR PRAYERS: 

1. For our congregation members; that they may be committed to our mission of sharing the love of Jesus.

2. Pastor and Jacob Geske
3. For LCMC Congregation and Missionaries around the world.
4. President Biden, national leaders and our country. Our nation’s military, especially our loved ones: 
5. For those who are sick, recovering, or in need of God’s grace at this time.  We include in our prayers: Loretta VanDyke, Susan Gaylord, Betty Vesey, Parker Reau, Marilyn Bexten, Joann Koester, Fred and JoAnn VanSteenkiste, Randy Wiles, and all those dealing with COVID.  
Prayer List: Please let us know when we can take the name off of the prayer list.  Thank you!.

Services covered by CCLI: 1553677 ~ Lutheran Service Book Hymn License # 100014699 ~ Lutheran Service Book Liturgy License. # 000014699

OUR STEWARDSHIP ~ Weekly budget needs are $1,657.00. Attendance and Offering given for Sunday and special services were the following:  Attendance for last weekend was 48.  Offerings totaled $8204.61. 

Flowers on the Altar ~ If you would like to place flowers on the altar, please sign up in the hallway.  Let pastor or Sandy know if you are celebrating or remembering something special.  The flowers today are given to the glory of God by Ron and Shirley Clark.
This Week at Zion Includes: Today – Bible Study at 9 am; Worship at 10 a.m. and Congregational Meeting Tuesday, December 14 ~ Food Pantry 10-12 Wednesday, December 15 ~Confirmation at 5:00 p.m. Advent Meal at 6:15 p.m.  and Service at 7;00 p.m.  Saturday, December 18 ~ Contemporary Service at 4:00 p.m.  Next Sunday – Bible Study at 9 a.m.; Worship at 10 a.m. and Choir at 11:15 a.m. Christmas Open House at the Parsonage from 2-5 p.m.
Zion Lutheran Church Choir ~ They practice after church.  They would love to have you join them.

Zion Lutheran Hand bell Choir ~  They will resume practicing in March.
Sunday School ~ We have begun our Sunday School.  Please invite your families and neighbors to Sunday School.

Thank You ~ Thank you to all who helped with or attended our Christmas Festival.  It is greatly appreciated.
Poinsettia Orders are due today.  Place your order in the offering plate.

Staff Christmas Gift. ~ Please consider giving a gift for our staff.  We will gather money through next Sunday and bless or staff on Christmas Eve.

Advent Midweek Service ~ Mark your calendars for Wednesday evenings as we will have our Advent Service on Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. A light meal will be served at 6:15.   

Christmas Open House ~ Pastor and Jacob invite you to stop by for some refreshments and visiting next Sunday, December19th from 2-5 p.m.

Christmas Worship Services ~ Mark your calendars and invite your family, friends and loved ones to our Christmas Eve Services at 4:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  Both services will have Communion and the Lord’s Supper.  We will have a Christmas Day Service at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Bible Study ~ Please join us

We have begun our study again of the book of Romans.  A paragraph about the study said, “Romans summarizes well both a quarter century of Paul’s missionary preaching and teaching, and the essential emphases of his evangelical theology.”  Join us for this interesting study each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
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